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THE EFFECT OF EGYPTIAN SATELLITES ON SOCIAL AND
FUNCTIONAL STRUCTURE OF BEDOUIN FAMILIES

A. A. Refae and Heba A. Al-Sayed
Desert Research Center

ABSTRACT: In fact, the emergence of satellites in the Bedouin plays a critical role in
awareness and closeness between these Bedouin communities and the Valley as well as the
Delta residents, carrying multiple positives and negatives and making the people and youth of
the desert more opening to the mother culture as Bedouin families are exposed to several
changes have affected this environment and Bedouin families’ social and functional structure.
This necessitates examining and monitoring impact of Egyptian satellites on the social and
functional structure of the Bedouin families. This study objective is to identify uses and
acceptance of Bedouin families to Egyptian space channels and the most preferred and
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watched channels; identifying as well the impact of Egyptian satellites on the social structure

(family size and type — sovereign and power — nature of social relationships) of Bedouin

families. The study also drives at identifying the impact of Egyptian satellites on jobs of (giving

birth — socialization — health, educational, economic, political care) of Bedouin families.

This research belongs to the qualitative type of researches, counting on the social survey in

terms of using the population survey by researcher to be administered on Tour Sinai Center (the

metropolis) and Raas Sedr and the following villages. The sample is selected purposely from

farmers, employees, businessmen, craftsmen, and fishers. The sample consists of (200)

male/female items of families’ providers. The study uses these statistical approaches

(frequencies — percentages — weighted frequencies — weighted weights).

Study Results:

First: Regarding the using rate and acceptance of the most watched Egyptian satellites

for Bedouin families:

- Al-Hayah channel occupies the first rank (75.5%).

- The news programs come second representing (100%).

- The evening interval is the most viewed time in Egyptian satellites (70.5%).

Second: Regarding impact of Egyptian satellites on the social structure of the Bedouin

family:

- There is a significant impact of Egyptian satellites on size and type of Bedouin family (0.74).

- There is a significant impact of Egyptian satellites on familial decision-making (0.74).

- Results assert a significant impact of Egyptian satellites either positively or negatively on
nature of social relationships of Bedouin families (0.75).

Third: Regarding impact of Egyptian satellites on job of the Bedouin family:

- Results indicate an effect of Egyptian satellites on reproduction Job (0.74).

- Results indicate an effect of Egyptian satellites on socialization Job (0.79).

- Results indicate an effect of Egyptian satellites on economics Job of the Bedouin family, either
positively or negatively (0.77).

- Results indicate an effect of Egyptian satellites on health of the Bedouin family (0.76).

- Results indicate an effect of Egyptian satellites on the political job of the Bedouin family 0.74).

- Results indicate an effect of Egyptian satellites on the educational job (0.73).

Key words: Egyptian satellites, bedouin families, social structure of the family, the family
function, satellites usage, satellites impact.
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